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Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, today my
colleague, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER), and I are
introducing the Instructional Mate-
rials Accessibility Act, which makes
sure that blind students will be able to
enjoy an equal opportunity to a quality
education.

It often takes months for a blind stu-
dent to have the same materials as his
or her sighted peers because of the
cumbersome process needed to trans-
late a textbook into Braille or other
specialized format. This legislation
will eliminate these delays by putting
in place standards to assist States and
school districts in delivering instruc-
tional materials to blind students.

I would urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important bill.

———

U.N. ABSURDITIES

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, for 12 years
we have amassed a mountain of proof
that Saddam Hussein has both weapons
of mass destruction and the missiles he
needs to launch them.

Right now, Saddam Hussein is vio-
lating a long string of binding U.N. res-
olutions. He continues to repeatedly
violate the terms of the 1991 ceasefire,
which amounts to a resumption of war.

As we heard last evening, our Presi-
dent is determined to stop Saddam
Hussein before it is too late by dis-
arming him of weapons of mass de-
struction. But over and over we hear
the President’s critics say that he
should not act without the United Na-
tions.

Now, President Bush agrees that the
U.N. can be very helpful, but some-
times the U.N. does the wrong thing.
Last year, the U.N. placed some of the
world’s worst human rights abusers on
its Commission on Human Rights.
Now, of all countries, Libya is going to
chair that body.

If that is not bad enough, Iraq, Iraq is
in line to take over the U.N. Con-
ference on Disarmament. Could any-
thing be more ludicrous?

President Bush should do the right
thing with or without the United Na-
tions.

——————

COMMENDING INDIA ON ITS
CELEBRATION OF REPUBLIC DAY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to join with In-
dian Americans across the Nation in
recognition of India’s Republic Day,
which was celebrated this last Sunday.
Fifty-three years ago India’s constitu-
tion, greatly influenced by America’s
Founding Fathers, was adopted to so-
lidify its parliamentary democracy.

Today, India is the world’s largest
democracy, of over 1 billion people; and
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the shared values of American and In-
dian people have never been more ap-
parent. Our countries share a love of
freedom; and both uphold the ideal of
equality of all people, regardless of
faith, gender, or ethnicity.

As the co-chair of the House India
Caucus, along with the co-chairman,
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
CROWLEY), I commend both President
George W. Bush and Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, elected leaders
of the world’s two largest democracies,
for continuing to actively -cultivate
strong ties between the United States
and India.

————

URGING CONGRESS TO PASS THE
PRESIDENT’S LEGISLATIVE PRI-
ORITIES, AND LEGISLATION
HOLDING CRIMINALS RESPON-
SIBLE FOR HARMING UNBORN
CHILDREN

(Ms. HART asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, last night
the President of the United States
challenged this Congress to tackle
many problems facing our country,
such as health care reform and eco-
nomic growth. The President also
urged Congress to pass legislation ban-
ning partial birth abortions and human
cloning. All of these are extremely im-
portant goals.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, I am con-
fident that we will again pass a bill
that will hold criminals responsible for
harming unborn children. Last session
we did pass such legislation, but under
current Federal law an individual could
attack a pregnant woman, injuring
that woman and Kkilling the child.
While the assailant could be tried for
the assault against the mother, no
legal action is available under Federal
law to address the murder of the child.

This is not the case in many States
in this Nation. In fact, 24 States, in-
cluding my home State of Pennsyl-
vania, have passed unborn victims’
laws.
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These are effective laws that have
been upheld by the courts on a number
of occasions when they have been chal-
lenged. In fact, all legal challenges to
such unborn victims laws have failed.
And a number of Federal courts have
turned away challenges to State un-
born victims laws.

An expectant mother who loses a
child as a result of an attack by a vio-
lent criminal before she gets to hold
her child deserves recourse. Well, this
recourse would never be a substitute
for her terrible loss. I do not think it is
too much to ask to have a similar un-
born victims laws on the books. Last
yvear we passed this act. I am confident
we will pass this bill again.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
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nounced policy of January 7, 2003, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———————

HONORING FORMER CONGRESS-
MAN LUCIEN BLACKWELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I stand here today with a very
heavy heart as the passing of a dear,
dear friend of mine and a dear friend of
a lot of people, former Congressman
Lucien Blackwell.

Lucien Blackwell was a Korean deco-
rated war hero. He was a Member of
this body. He was a member of the
Pennsylvania State Legislature, a
member of city council, and he was a
very famous labor leader. Lucien
Blackwell was a champion for the little
people.

Two things come to mind when you
talk about Lucien Blackwell: He was a
warrior, and he had passion. He was a
warrior and a fighter for the people
who could not fight for themselves, and
he spoke for people who could not
speak for themselves.

Mr. Speaker, in my 18 years as a
party chairman for the city of Phila-
delphia, he was my vice chair. He stood
beside me for 18 years, and for 18 years
there was never a motion on the floor
that he did not make or he did not sec-
ond. He was without question a man of
integrity and a man who will be
missed.

I was with him the day before he
passed. We did our normal politicking
and our famous back-room scheming,
always to try to help somebody else.

I would not be here today if it was
not for Lucien Blackwell. When this
seat became vacant, the first congres-
sional seat of Pennsylvania, he was
going to fill it. He was going to come
back and resume his career as a Con-
gressman. And then 2 days prior to sub-
mitting the name, he said to me that
he met with his family, was having
breakfast with his granddaughters and
grandsons, and they said to him, Pop-
Pop, if you went back to Congress we
could not be doing this with you. So he
thought better of it. He thought better
to stay with his family and not to
come back to this body, and that is
why I am here. He nominated me, and
I took that congressional seat.

I feel a little responsible for allowing
his family to have him for 5 more
years, which is a very short time.

Mr. Speaker, the Nation, this body
lost a good man. The State of Pennsyl-
vania lost a good man. The city of
Philadelphia and the labor movement
lost a good man. His family, they lost
a loving husband; his loving wife, city
council lady Janey Blackwell. His fam-
ily lost a father, a brother, a grand-
father, a great grandfather. And, Mr.
Speaker, I lost a good friend. He will
never be forgotten, and for sure he can
never be replaced.
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